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Happy New Year to all of you from our staff at Dr. Roberta

Bondar. As we welcome in the new year, we encourage you

to set some goals with your children and work towards

achieving them. Whether it is having family game night

once per week, reducing the amount of screen time and

increasing the amount of outdoor time (go sledding, skating,

hiking), determining one thing you can do to make an

impact for others or doing something that you have never

done before, working together towards a common goal can

build positive relationships, facilitate learning, and promote

empathy.

We are excited for upcoming events being hosted by School

Council. Stay tuned to hear more about family fun nights,

fun fair and more! Thank you to our School Council for

being awesome.

Please drive safely through our kiss and ride when dropping

off or picking up students. Please note that the bus loop is

not to be used for pick up and drop off. City by-law officers

could ticket you (which is not a great way to start your day).

We look forward to an exciting 2017 with all of you!
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16 School Council
Meeting

20 PA Day — No School

30 Character Assemblies
Grades 4–8: 8:30 a.m.
Grades K–3: 9:10 a.m.

Important Dates

at DRBPS

Kindergarten Registration to Commence January 20, 2017

Kindergarten registration will commence on January 20, 2017 for the 2017-18 school year.

Registration forms are available on YRDSB's website: www.yrdsb.ca. Children who turn

four or five years old during 2017, live within the school boundary and whose parents are

public school tax supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten. A kindergarten

information session for parents is being planned for this spring. For more information,

please visit the YRDSB website or contact your local school.

Your Fundraising Dollars at Work So Far....

Did you know that supporting fundraising events at the school enables awesomeness at

Bondar? Here’s what you need to know. Pizza lunch, Sub lunch, and the funfair all raise

dollars to support initiatives at our school put on by School Council. For example, each

student at Dr. Roberta Bondar in Grades 1– receives a free agenda with the purpose of8

increased organization, responsibility and communication courtesy of monies raised by

school council. Fundraising dollars have also helped support the purchase of Chrome

Books, iPads, and Smartboards with the purpose of enhancing Modern Learning. A huge

thank you to School Council and all of the volunteers who help to make these opportunities

possible.

Inclement Weather, Lunch Providers, and After School Programs

Please note: Any lunch service arrangements made by the school (sub lunches/pizza

lunches/lunch lady), special hot lunches or special events/field trips, lunch time and after

school programs will be cancelled on designated inclement weather days. All lunches are

cancelled and parents should send a lunch with their child. Lunches and programs will be

re-scheduled. Field trips may be re-scheduled or refunded. If you have registered for an

after school program on an inclement weather day, you must pick up your child at regular

dismissal at 2:35 p.m. as the program will be cancelled.

followingClick each of the to access the timely and thought-

provoking contained within this newsletter:information
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French Immersion Information Sessions

and Registrations
Information sessions for the French Immersion (FI) program will take place at

French Immersion schools on January 19, 2017 at 7 p.m. To find the FI

program location for your elementary school location, please visit YRDSB’s

website in January 2017 (http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-

Locations.aspx). FI registration will begin January 20, 2017. Parents or

guardians of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 1 in 2017, and

wishing to enrol in the FI Program, can visit or call the school office and

request an Office Index Card — short version. The Office Index Card must be

signed by the principal of the home school. Parents or guardians then take this

form, along with one piece of identification showing their address to the

designated FI program location to register between January 20 and February

10, 2017. This eliminates the need to provide duplicate enrollment information

or to pre-register.

YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term consistency and equity

of access to all students in York Region and will enable YRDSB to continue to

offer the FI program to all who wish to enrol. The FI program will be offered

in Dual Track or Single Track settings, in a variety of configurations. In order

to meet community needs and optimize available space in our schools, a

community’s Grade 1–8 FI program may be provided over more than one

school during the course of a student’s FI education. This will allow flexibility

in addressing community needs and the opportunity to use existing space in

schools. More information is available on the Board's website: www.yrdsb.ca.

Some of the FI accommodation plans will require facility

modifications or the development of new schools and will require short-term

transition plans that might include overflow while we work toward the long-

term vision. Overflow refers to situations in which the Board directs students

to attend a school other than their community school or optional program for a

specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108.

Please note:

Physical Activity
Physical activity plays an important role in the

health, well-being and quality of life of all

Canadians, and it is particularly important for

children and youth. Habits formed early can

last a lifetime. How much physical activity do

children need? Children aged 5–11 should

accumulate at least one hour of moderate to

vigorous-intensity physical activity daily. But

more is even better!

Tips to help kids get active:

Encourage walking to school and getting

active as a family.

Get them to skateboard, bike or run instead

of getting a ride.

Ask them to walk the dog with you.

Have them rake the leaves, shovel snow or

carry the groceries.

Encourage them to dance to their favourite

music.

Replace computer and TV time with

something active.

Build active opportunities into daily

classroom routines and encourage students

to join a school sport team.

Take kids to the playground or to the park

to play.

Reduce screen time.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�



Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School Night With The Toronto Marlies

When: Where: Time:Friday, February 17, 2017  | Ricoh Coliseum  | 7:00 p.m.

To support our Intermediate Band when they perform the Canadian National Anthem  and entertain during the intermission.Why:

Tickets are offered on a first come first served basis. All students must be accompanied by an adult. Dr. Roberta Bondar staff are not responsible for

transportation of or supervision of any students. Only students in the band will be transported by bus to and from the game.N
O

TE
:

TICKET ORDER FORM

Student Name(s): Teacher Name(s):

Parent/Guardian: Cheque payable to Dr. Roberta Bondar PS enclosed

# of tickets                     x $22.00 =

Battle of the Books!

Once again the DRBPS Library will be participating in a reading

program for grades 4-6 called BATTLE OF THE BOOKS! Battle

of the Books is a game-style competition

designed to promote reading among students in

Grades 4–6. The excitement in this event is

further heightened by having registered teams

participate in a York Region Battle of the Books

in May. Classes in grades 4–6 will visit the

DRBPS Library in January. Students who sign

up for the Battle of the Books are encouraged to

read 25 fiction and non-fiction books. During weekly meetings,

students will practice “Battle Questions” and have the opportunity

to sign out and read books. Battle questions are based on the

book’s plot, character, or author of the books.

Battle questions often look like this example.

Name the Character

Clue 1: This character is a diplomat who has to travel for work.

Clue 2: This character is working at the Canadian Embassy in

Moscow

Clue 3: This character has found himself a new girlfriend: the

ravishingly beautiful Katerina

Clue 4: This character has a dog named JR Jack Russel

Answer: George the Dog from The Metro Dogs of Moscow by

Rachelle Delaney.

Ten points are awarded if the first clue alone is a correct answer.

As more clues are required, teams are awarded 8, 6, or 4 points.

READ ALL ABOUT IT AT YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY!

I Wish I Could Win!

This past November at the Scholastic Book Fair, there was a new

contest for students in Grades 3–8 called .I Wish I Could Win

When classes visited the book fair, students got an entry form and

could write the name of a book they wish they could win worth

$10.50 or less. Congratulations to Michelle in Ms. Brett’s class,

Nicolas in Ms. Belanger’s class, Thomas in Ms. Davis’ class,

Anika A in Ms. Roebuck’s class, John in Ms. Phan’s class, Yuval in

Ms Kovarsky’s class, Austin in Ms. Bagg’s class, Alisa in Mr. Ng’s

class, and Mahalia in Ms. Bravos’ class.

Forest of Reading at DRBPS

The Ontario Library Association promotes a reading program The

Forest of Reading which is Canada’s largest recreational reading

program. The Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. Library is offering this

reading programs this winter. There are three categories for

readers; Blue Spruce (Grades 1 and 2), Silver Birch (Grades 3–6)

and Red Maple (Grades 7–8). This year, DRBPS is participating in

the Blue Spruce and Silver Birch Reading program. Grades 1 and 2

will hear ten nominated book titles and Grades 3 to

6 will read ten non-fiction and fiction titles. The

exciting part of the Forest of Reading program is

that during the month of April, students will have an

opportunity to vote for their favourite book at the

Dr. Roberta Bondar library. Our school votes will be

submitted to the Ontario Library Association and

tabulated with the student votes from all across Canada. A national

winner is selected in May. The Forest of Reading is also available

at Public Libraries across Ontario, so if your child wants access to

books in the program please visit the Public Library and check out

The Forest of Reading books. For more information:

www.accessola.com/forest or visit your public library.

Library Corner



Click HERE to learn more about
the weather around the school.

Bus Cancellations
If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancellation of

bus service, local radio stations will be informed as early as

possible and will broadcast this information to the commu-

nity. Please be advised that if buses are cancelled in the morn-

ing they will not run after school — regardless of the

weather. Review your plans as to what your children will do

in the event of late buses or cancellations. The following ra-

dio stations announce cancellations:

AM 640 AM 680 FM 88.5 FM 90.3 AM 1010
AM 1540 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 AM 1050 FM 99.9
FM 97.3 FM 98.1 AM 1530 FM 100.7 FM 104.5
FM 107.1 AM 590

Check the Web
York Region District School Board's main website is:
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca

All transportation information can be accessed through:
www.schoolbuscity.com

Weather
Alerts

Please be sure to dress your
child/children appropriately
and according to the weather.

School Website
Our school website is easy to navigate, has
informative news, and is very user friendly.

http://drrobertabondar.ps.yrdsb.ca/

Inclement Weather Days: IMPORTANT
If buses are cancelled in the morning, they are also cancelled for

the afternoon. For safety reasons, you may choose whether or

not to send your child to school; however, if you keep him/her

home and your child is NOT bused, you MUST call the school

and report the absence. Our Safe Arrival Program dictates that

we know where all absent students are — if we cannot reach

you, we will contact your emergency contact person. If we

cannot reach that person, we are obligated to contact the police.

There may be a modified program in your child's class due to

numbers of students attending and absences of some teachers. If

your child does not attend school on a day that buses are

cancelled due to inclement weather, your child will not face

attendance related repercussions. Once students arrive, they are

expected to stay. You can make arrangements ahead of time to

pick up your child at lunch.

WHEN BUSES ARE CANCELLED, THERE ARE:

NO Lunch Service Arrangements or Special Lunches.

NO Special Events days or field trips.

Please send a lunch with your child.

Please Note: Dress for the weather: bus cancellation does not

mean automatic indoor recesses or early entry into the school.

Information regarding bus cancellations is posted at

www.schoolbuscity.com, conveyed to GTA radio/television

stations, and available on the Board’s Twitter feed:

https//twitter.com/#!/YRDSB

WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO FOLLOW US ON

TWITTER @DrRBondarPS FOR REGULAR INFORMATION.
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Student Corner
Articles Written by Students

Article by Bowen, Grade 8 News Reporter

Article by Charles, Grade 8 News Reporter

Intermediate Band

Donations

At Dr.Roberta Bondar, our intermediate band will play

O'Canada and a song at intermission at the Toronto Marlies

game at the Ricoh Coliseum. The game is between the Marlies

and the Manitoba Moose, starting at 7:00 on February 17 after

the winter break. This is a great way to see future Maple Leafs

plays in action. Show support by buying some candy canes

every recess for only 50 cents, and let us deliver it to a friend

for 75 cents. All money earned will go to our school t-shirts that

the band will be wearing at the game. Please join our band at

the game, for 22 dollars per person to watch the Marlies and our

Rockets band play. Go Rockets!!!

There is a charity event in DRBPS where you can donate art

supplies for Sick Kids. Please consider donating some art

supplies for these children. We ask that the supplies are new

and unused.

http://www.theweathernetwork.com/forecasts/school-day/canada/ontario/dr-roberta-bondar-public-school-maple


 

Would you  enjoy Collaboratively 
learning the Ontario curriculum 

through the Arts?
If so, the York Region District School Board offers an Elementary Integrated Arts 
Program at Baythorn Public School. If you are currently in grades four or five  you may 
apply for the arts@baythorn program, where you will have the opportunity to explore the 
disciplines of Dance, Drama, Visual Arts, and Music in a cooperative learning 
environment.
 
To learn more about the arts@baythorn program, you and your family are invited to attend 
an information evening at Baythorn Public School on: 

Thursday, January 19, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m.
 

Applications will be available at bit.ly/arts_application2017 
online after the January 19th, 2016 info night.

 
If you require further information, please call us at 

Baythorn Public School
(905) 889-7992.

 
              Kate Kurek                                          Meytal Daniels       
              Principal                                        The Arts Team            Vice Principal


